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May 2020

Mobile
HAIR DRESSING
For
Ladies and Gentlemen
By
Bernadette

Collection & delivery available
Sun diagnostics
MOT repairs
Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries
Air conditioning service
Courtesy car on request

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE RH5 5BE

PEST CONTROL
Wasps, Fleas, Rats, Moles
Mice, Bugs, Squirrels, etc
Ring Mr G Goldsmith on:
CONTROLLED AND DESTROYED
Newdigate (01306) 631656

Phone: 07768686700
Email:
premiercarriages@yahoo.com

Taxis & Private Hire
Our Services Include
Airport Transfer
Private Hire
Executive Travel
Courier Service
24 , 7 days a week
When pre-booked

TOTAL TREE TREATMENT
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY
TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING
CONSULTANCY &
ADVISORY SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771
01306 711124
Mobile 07775 727121
www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk

THE PARISH OF RUSPER
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S CHURCH
RUSPER

MAY SERVICES WILL BE BROADCAST FROM THE
RECTORY ON FACEBOOK LIVE
Holy Communion on Sundays at 8am and Wednesdays and other Holy Days
during the week at 10.30am.
1st May
12th May
19th May
21st May
25th May
27th May
31st May

Remembering Lucy Broadwood
Saint Pancras
Saint Dunstan
ASCENSION DAY
The Venerable Bede
Saint Augustine of Canterbury
PENTECOST

Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please contact the
Churchwardens.
Rector

Revd Nick Flint

01293 871251

Churchwarden

Mr Chris Pearce

01403 268047

Churchwarden

Mrs Maggie True

01293 871722

Treasurer

Mr Michael Ward

01306 631786

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parishes. He is keen to be told if
someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy Communion
can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick tries to take Thursday
as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only contact him on a Thursday
in matters of urgency.
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The Rectory
High Street
RUSPER
RH12 4PX

LOCK DOWN LITURGY
In these confusing and anxious times I’m pleased to report that the leadership of
the Bishop of Chichester has offered clarity and depth. Although our churches
are locked he has been an encouragement to priests who have sought to maintain
given his blessing to celebrations of the Eucharist in the absence of a priest.
Thank you to those who allowed the village High Street to become a modern
day Way of the Cross, by placing stations in their windows and on their fences
or trees.
Before I came to Rusper I was a vicar without a church building and among the
creative responses I took was to hold services in the vicarage garage – the
Chapel of the Resurrection, as it became known. I am currently broadcasting
services online from the Rectory rather than the church, purely because the
church doesn’t have an internet connection.
For those unable to access online worship please consider the following, and
remember although I can’t currently visit you in your homes you can always
email or phone for prayers or support.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
Settle yourself into a quiet place. Play some music to settle you, then make a
Sign of the Cross and allow your attention to silently withdraw from external
things and focus into the heart. You can do this by breathing deeply and slowly
For example:
O God, come to my aid; O Lord, make haste to help me.
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Next, call to mind any sins you have committed and make an Act of Contrition
in words such as: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God; have mercy on me,
a sinner. Then, if you are able, pray the Collect for the Day and read the lesson
concluding the Gospel with a time of silence. Then say the Creed and offer your
own prayers ending with the Our Father.
Now imagine Jesus, Mary or one of the saints coming to you in a gracious and
kind manner, holding out to you the Blessed Sacrament. As you see them
approach, say:
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be
healed.
Then, make an Act of Spiritual Communion in these or other words:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive You physically come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
As you imagine yourself receiving the Bread of Heaven, be still and rest in the
love of God. Thank Him for entering beneath the roof of your soul with words
such as:
Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Body of Christ, save me. Blood of Christ, inebriate
me. Water from the side of Christ, wash me. Passion of Christ, strengthen me. O
good Jesu, hear me. Within your wounds hide me. Suffer me not to be separated
from you. From the malicious Enemy defend me. In the hour of my death call me
and bid me come to you, that with your Saints I may praise you, for ever and
ever. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God
_________________
CHURCH CLEANING
At present church cleaning is on hold.
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JONATHAN KITCHEN
July 1939 – January 2020

Jonathan was born on a tea plantation in Assam, India. At the age of 7 he
returned to his family home in Yorkshire, fluent in his local Indian dialect. Later
his family moved south and came to live at Ridge Farm, which was very close to
Rusper.
In the late 1950s his parents bought Ghyll Manor in Rusper, which at that time
was quite dilapidated, so whilst restoration was taking place, they moved into
Averys where they lived for a year or so, moving permanently to Ghyll Manor in
time for Jonathan’s 21st birthday in 1960. Although by now he was living in
London, Jonathan frequently stayed with his parents here, until he married Liz in
1967.
Following their marriage, Liz & Jonathan moved in to Ghyll Cottage (which was
one house then). However, with Geoffrey, their eldest son, on the way, the house
became too small for a growing family. Fortunately, at the same time, Highams
came on the market, but having been empty for a few years, needed a huge
amount of work doing on it. The family have lived there ever since.
Apart from his life in the City, he was latterly a trustee of Wiltons Music Hall in
the East End of London. It is the oldest remaining music hall in the country and
in danger of complete collapse, needing millions spending on it. He was very
proud of contributing to the successful restoration and it is thriving today.
Jonathan loved Rusper, which was home for most of his life. He was proud to
be part of the community and gave his time as a Village Hall Trustee for some
years. He very much enjoyed attending village events, such as the annual fetes
and art shows, and was always interested in chatting to people on his many trips
to the village shop or lunches at the local pubs!

Liz Kitchen
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Rusper Help
Covid-19 Pandemic

A Volunteer Group has been set up to help residents of Rusper Parish who are
self-isolating due to the Corona virus (Covid-19) and do not have a family
member to assist them.
Volunteer support is available to help with shopping, collecting and delivering
prescriptions or just being there for a phone chat.

Do you need assistance?

You can contact one of co-ordinators listed below between 0830 and 1730 and
they will find a Volunteer who can help you, or chat on the phone to you:
Vanessa Davies 07977 988199
Roland Allen (Rusper Parish Council) 07710 371195
Michelle Cooke (Rusper Parish Council) 07973 118747
You can also email for assistance at assistance@rusper-pc.org.uk

Do you want to Volunteer?

If you would like to Volunteer to help out those who are self-isolating, then
please email: volunteers@rusper-pc.org.uk
We would be grateful if you could provide a contact number and details of where
in Rusper Parish you are located.

Shopping

If you are self-isolating Rusper Stores can deliver a grocery order to you. You
can call them on 01293 871366 or email them at info@ruspervillagestores.co.uk

Prescriptions

Just call one of the Assistance numbers above and a volunteer will be allocated
to collect your prescription and deliver it to you.

More information is available at rusperhelp.org.uk
**Remember: Stay at Home. Stay Safe. Ask for Volunteer Assistance
if you need it.**
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Rusper Villages Stores: Your Essential Shop
Thank you to everyone for your support of the shop through the Corona virus
outbreak.
We will continue to do all we can to provide the Parish with its shopping, banking
and post office needs, and just ask that you bear with us if we have to alter
shopping hours at short notice, or if we run short of a few lines for a short while.
As you will have probably already seen, Kieran and his team are doing a superb
job keeping the shop well stocked, and have also introduced a delivery service
for those not able to leave there homes.
You may not know that throughout the lockdown Kieran has been struggling with
faulty computer software, which has not been able to cope with the increased
throughput of items, making stock control a much more manual, time consuming
process at the moment. This has added to the long hours Kieran, his partner
Anna, the shop staff and volunteers have been working in the shop.
On behalf of the Directors and customers of the shop I should like to thank
Kieran and his team for all of their effort and ingenuity in keeping the village well
catered for during this difficult period for everybody. Wendy’s husband Chris
and Kieran’s partner Anna both deserve a special mention for selflessly putting
themselves in the frontline at the shop, and Georgia, Wendy, Erin, Catherine,
John, Pat and Tianna are all playing a hugely vital part in keeping things going.
Also a thanks to all the volunteers who have offered the shop help, including
David Manning on his days off and Nick Flint on ‘Queue Management’ duty.
Please continue to observe the social distancing rules in place, and keep an eye
out for notices on the door of the shop, and on the Facebook and web pages of
any changes of hours or temporary closures we may need to make.
Thank you for your support
Martin Wynn
Chairman
Rusper Villages Stores Ltd
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Notice From Horsham District Council Website
During the current Coronavirus outbreak Horsham District Council has
received many reports and complaints that some residents are burning
general waste and garden waste at their properties.
Smoke and smells from bonfires can aggravate respiratory problems such as
asthma and bronchitis and affect those with heart complaints.
Please do not burn garden waste, or any other waste, under any circumstances and
be mindful of neighbours and fellow community members.
Please either compost garden waste, keep it in a safe place, or put it into your
brown-topped garden waste bin, as the Council’s garden waste service is
currently operating as normal.
Visit the Horsham District Council website for information about the adverse health
effects of smoke:
www.horsham.gov.uk/environmental-health/smoke-nuisance/smoke-nuisance-frombonfires

__________________
The Francis Family - Gardeners Green, Rusper
I’m writing this piece to help me come to terms
with the end of my immediate family in Rusper,
and the Francis family in Gardeners Green. As
you will know my Dad, Eric Francis passed away
in December 2016, and sadly my step mum,
Dorothy Francis passed away on the 20th
February, this year. The Francis family moved
into 10 Gardeners Green from nearby Beare
Green in 1941 when Dad was 11. His older
brother John and sister Joan soon married and
left home. Eric, his brothers Ron and Charlie and
sister Margaret met Dorothy and her sister Jean Morley and Joyce Pratt, my mum at
Rusper School, taught by Mr and Mrs Miller, as I was some twenty years later.
My dad left school at fourteen to work as a gardener for Sir Cecil Hurst at the Nunnery in
1944, his letter of appointment agreeing to pay him in line with the Agriculture Wages Act.
He got a £1 a week paid on Saturday morning. Late Dad also worked as gardener at
Avery’s where his wages went up to £1.10 shillings a week, and then at Ventors where he
got £2.10 shillings a week. After his National Service in 1948 -1950 he was employed by
Leonard Ashmore, the local builder, where he was paid two shillings and seven pence an
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hour. Bar a couple of years spent working at the dairy at Stanmer Farm, where he also
learnt to drive, Dad served Ashmores for over thirty years working on most private house
in Rusper, including Ghyll Manor, Stanmer Farm, Hyams, Holroyds, Nunnery Farm and
house, Baldhorns and many more. I think the comradery of those days were some of the
highlights of my Dad’s life.
Dorothy tells the story of how her and my mum use to work in the village store together
helping pack figs and biscuits, a seriously tempting situation for two young girls. Eric and
Joyce started courting and married in Rusper church in 1952, they lived in Lipscombe
bungalows on the Capel Road where I was born in 1954 and later moved to 15
Gardeners Green. My mum and dad remained in contact with Dorothy and Jean Morley
throughout. I liked to hear Dorothy tell of holding me when I was about six weeks old. I
guess that could have been at my christening. She has been in my life a long time. My
mum, Joyce died age 53 in 1985. She was an active member of the church, enjoyed
being in the Rusper Players and her role on the Parish Council. She was very good
friends with Peggy O’Byrne.
It took Dad a year or so to tell Dorothy that her friend Joyce had passed away. Having
renewed contact, they enjoyed each other’s company and shared past, fell in love and
married in early 1990s living together at 15 Gardeners Green. Dad proudly told me
Dorothy was his school boy sweet heart. Dorothy is one of life’s carers. Always with my
mum Joyce in mind she did her best at being our step mum, a grandparent and great
grandparent. She re-embraced Dad’s sisters Joan and Margaret and his brother Ron and
their families. Likewise Dad re-embraced Dorothy’s sister Jean and her family. They had
24 years together caring for each other and significant friends in the village. They turned
the garden into show piece with water features, plant stands, handing baskets – ironwork
all done by my Dad, fuelled by Dorothy’s coffee and walnut cake or cheese straws and
coffee.
Gardeners Green and Rusper have been home for members of the Francis family nearly
80 years. We first appear in Rudgwick in the mid-1600s as farm workers and one way or
another that has continued. One of Dad’s last jobs was as a farm maintenance worker
back at the Nunnery Farm.
I plan to plant a tree or two on the Green in the near future. It is with much sadness that I
am preparing to say goodbye to Gardeners Green and Rusper.
Glynis Francis
glynisjoyfrancis@gmail.com
07780900811
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RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB
During this very difficult time for everyone, the Rusper Church 200 Club is one of
the only continuing forms of income to our lovely church even though a
significant number of items of expenditure continue. Currently the Church no
longer receives any income from collections, christenings, weddings and fundraising events which makes the contributions from the 200 Club even more
important. You can help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional shares. You
can find all the details about the Rusper Church 200 Club including past
winners, the Rules and an Application Form, on the Church’s web-site at
www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print off and
complete the Application Form and then either e-mail it to me at
johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk or send it to me at: Elsinoro, Horsham Road,
Rusper, Horsham, RH12 4PR. Many thanks to all of you who have been
regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant contribution towards the
running costs of the Church over the past few years.
The result of the recent draw is:
April 2020
1st Prize - £200

82

BB

2nd Prize - £75

164

Clive D

3rd Prize - £50

65

Marilyn B

John Jory

__________________

Age UK Horsham District needs your
help!
As a result of the Coronavirus Pandemic, the charity has adapted their services
to continue offering emotional and practical help to older people locally during
this difficult time, including:
• Information and Advice on finances, social care, housing and welfare benefits
• Telephone befriending for those feeling lonely and needing support
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• Doorstep Deliveries of essentials and medication, as well as activity kits
(knitting kits, CDs/DVDs, books and jigsaws)
• Welfare and Safety Support for the most vulnerable, including help with tasks
such as cleaning, shopping and laundry
• Wellbeing advice, to keep older people mentally and physically healthy during
isolation.
The charity urgently needs funding to be able to continue delivering these
vital services throughout the pandemic – you can help by making a
donation online to their emergency appeal: www.virginmoneygiving.com/
fund/Emergency-Covid-Appeal
Or by donating any of the following items to them at Lavinia House, Dukes
Square, Horsham, RH12 1GZ, between 8.30am-4pm Monday to Friday;
Tinned meat, fish, vegetables and soup
Long-life milk
Microwavable foods that don’t need refrigeration
Eggs and bread (fresh or part baked)
Toilet rolls and cleaning products
Also needed:
Jigsaws/puzzles
Knitting wool and needles
Craft kits
DVDs and CDs
Books
If you’d like to access any of the services above, or you’re worried about
an older friend or family member at this time, please call Age UK Horsham
District on 01403 260 560 or email info@ageukhorshamdistrict.org.uk

RUSPER CHAT 2020
Watch This Space. We will meet again!
ALL WELCOME!
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RUSPER GOOD NEIGHBOUR LINK
Please do not hesitate to ask if you need transport to a doctor or dentist, chemist,
hospital or any other emergency visit. The names listed below are the contacts who will
take your call and probably drive you. However, if busy, they will ask someone else from
our list of volunteer drivers.
Please contact:
Angie Hill
871274
Carrie Johnson
871553
Naomi Vance-Webb
871575

_________________________
EDITORS
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the June edition by
14th May 2020.
Fiona Lear
Rutland Lodge, East Street
871509
fionalear@btinternet.com
Louise Holford-Walker
Sweet Briar
871600
mlhw@btinternet.com
John Jory
Elsinoro
871752
johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk
Dawn Shurville
07986 993304
dawnshurville@gmail.com
Viv Hanstad-Pilcher

Jaffles House, Lambs Green 07500967072
h.viv@yahoo.com

Please contact:
Treasurer: Valerie Bowles (871412) valeriebowles39@btinternet.com
with donations towards the cost of publishing the Rusper Parish News
Advertising and Editorial Manager: Sue Matthewson (871266)
sue.matthewson@btinternet.com
General Enquiries: Judy Butler (871845) ray.butler@sky.com
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IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC

And the people stayed home.
And they read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised,
and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of
being, and were still.
And they listened more deeply. Some meditated, some
prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the
people began to think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous,
mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together
again, they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and
dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal
the earth fully, as they had been healed.

Catherine (Kitty) O’Meara
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R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer
Maintenance and Installation works carried
out from bathrooms to boilers
Free Quotations
Tel:
01306 631 216
Mobile : 07710 901 377
Broad Lane
Newdigate

C. P. WILSON
Decorating Services
All aspects of
Internal & external decoration
Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service
CPWilsondecorators@gmail.com
Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208

RUSPER VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines,
Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more!

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE
CLINIC
Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser

Headaches, back pains, sports
injury, fertility, allergies

01293 871737 / 07769755675
www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk

Clarke Electrical

Domestic Electrician
All aspects of domestic electrical
work undertaken, also Telecoms
and Home Networking.
Fully Qualified and insured
Free Estimates
07792412885
sclarke540@googlemail.com

Woods Of Horsham

Est 1924
. We Sell . We Service . We Repair
TRACTORS . LAWNMOWERS . STRIMMERS
HEDGECUTTERS . CHAINSAWS etc
We Sharpen Shears
We Grind Cylinders
We Collect & Deliver
Bypass Horsham and visit us at:

21A Church Street, Warnham
Or ring us on 01403 253185

ELECTRICIAN
Andy Hough

NIC EIC registered
All aspects of Domestic Electrics
Tel: 01293 871567
Mob: 07771 700589
web: www.ah-electrician.co.uk
email: andymhough@hotmail.co.uk

BOUNCY CASTLE HIRE &
ATTRACTIONS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS!
Rodeo Bull Hire – Mega Slides –
Assault Courses – Bungee Runs
– Gladiators – Adult & Children’s
Castles – Bungee Trampolines –
Fun Fair Rides & Stalls – Photo
Booth Hire – Popcorn, Candy
Floss & More!
www.animalbouncers.co.uk
Call Will Pankhurst On
07519963890 / 07765250847
01293 871496
Email - animalbouncers@gmail.com

Open art group
All abilities welcome
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