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Service & repair centre for all makes & models 
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TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

Rusper Village Hall 
Mondays 8pm – 10pm 

Cost: £5 per session –  first session FREE! 
Contact: Daniel Easton 07812 114947 or 

01293 871627 
Website: www.rusperaikido.co.uk 

 

 
 

Wasps, Fleas, Rats, Moles 
Mice, Bugs, Squirrels, etc 
Ring Mr G Goldsmith on: 

Newdigate (01306) 631656   

PEST CONTROL 

CONTROLLED  AND DESTROYED 

  
   

 Airport Transfer 
 Private Hire 
 Executive Travel 
 Courier Service 

Phone: 07768686700 
Email: 

premiercarriages@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Taxis & Private Hire 
Our Services Include 

 

24 , 7 days a week 
When pre-booked 
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   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 
Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 

 

CPWilsondecorators@gmail.com   
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 
Newdigate  
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
 

 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S CHURCH  

 
RUSPER 

 
 

 
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please contact the 
Churchwardens. 
 

Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mr Michael Ward 01306 631786 
   

 
Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parishes. He is keen to be 
told if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. 
Holy Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. 
Nick tries to take Thursday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that 
you only contact him on a Thursday in matters of urgency.  

____________________ 
 

Live Services in St Mary Magdalene’s Church in August 
 
Watch out for updates in these changing times on our website, porch notices 
and Facebook 
 
2nd   August Holy Communion at 8 and 11 
9th   August NO 8am; Holy Communion at 11 
16th August NO 8am; Holy Communion at 11 
25th August Holy Communion at 8 and 11 
30th August Holy Communion at 8 and 11 
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The Rectory, High Street, Rusper  RH12 4PX 
 

It has been good to welcome home to worship, some regular members of 
our flock and some visitors as we emerge from lockdown in July.  Over 
all, the Covid crisis has been a journey of loss for many, but also of 
enforced reflection and discovery, for the Church and for Society.  
Worldwide, nationally and locally the church has had to evolve during 
these months, and will continue to do so. 
 
Our whole purpose as a church is worship.  In our ‘worth ship’ of God we 
discover values which put into practice continue God’s work in creation. 
 
The Bishop of Chichester writes: 
‘Celebration of the Eucharist is the defining activity of the Christian 
Church and it should be a cause of rejoicing that we can, again, gather to 
offer the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, for ourselves, those among 
whom we live, and for the whole creation.’ 
 
Among the saints we celebrate in August who knew this, St Lawrence, a 
deacon in C3rd Rome, risked his life to take the heavenly bread of the 
Eucharist to those unable to attend whether sick or in prison.  
Apprehended by the authorities he faced jail himself or worse. They 
thought they would strike a deal with Lawrence.  He could have his 
freedom if he handed over to them the treasures of the church.  He 
agreed to do so.  True to his word, he collected a motley band of the 
poor, hungry, maimed and old. 'These,' he declared boldly 'are the 
greatest treasures of the church for whom Our Lord gave himself.' 
 

Bishop Martin continues ‘May we grow in delight, in awe and reverence 
as God’s pilgrim people who, in this vale of tears, are fed at the sacred 
feast in which we partake of Christ: his sufferings are remembered, our 
minds are filled with grace and we receive a pledge of the glory that is to 
be ours.’ 
 
Nick                                                                             

____________________ 
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Neil Matthewson : 16th April 1939 – 5th April 2020 
 
Neil was born in Newcastle.  His parents were teachers and his father was 
posted to Bath as chief HMI of schools for Wiltshire.  Neil was eight at the time 
and arrived with quite a strong Geordie accent.  He went to Monkton Coombe 
School where he enjoyed most sports, particularly hockey.  He won an open 
scholarship to Emmanuel College, Cambridge and after university he trained as 
a lawyer and joined a London practice. 
 
We met when he was a Law School and married in 1963, the year he passed his 
finals.  After working in family law for a bit, he joined UDT as Company 
Secretary and then moved to the International Commodities Clearing House 
which he enjoyed very much.  He did a lot of travelling and I was able to 
accompany him sometimes, but it was quite difficult with three children to 
organise.  My father died a year after we married, and we moved to Orltons and 
my mother moved into the stables which we converted into a cottage.  He loved 
our life living in Rusper and being involved in all aspects of the community.  His 
first step in this direction was as a Parish Councillor.  He was also a Governor 
for Rusper School and Forest Boys in Horsham, and later a Trustee of the 
Village Hall.  He played cricket for Charlwood’s Sunday XI which was always a 
lovely family afternoon.  There wasn’t any cricket in Rusper in those days. 
 
In the early 1980s Neil became Chairman of GACC and was very involved when 
the enquiry took place into the expansion of Gatwick airport which lasted six 
months.  Although they failed to stop a second terminal, they did manage to get 
many local concessions for residents accepted, such as a limit on night flights 
and noise reduction.  He was appointed by the Transport Secretary to be a 
member of the RUCATSE Working Group.  After three years, their report 
suggested a new runway at Gatwick.  Neil led the campaign that followed and 
this achieved a ten year postponement of the runway.  In the 1990s Neil took 
early retirement from the City and also gave GACC back to Brendon Sewill in 
order to become a Councy Councillor and was the first Cabinet Member for 
Education and the Arts.  In 2003 the runway issue came up again and Neil 
played a vital role preventing the County Council from reneging on the legal 
agreement which prohibited a new runway before 2019. 
 
In 2004 Neil was appointed chairman of West Sussex Health and Social Care 
NHS Trust for West Sussex.  He eventually retired but always had to keep busy 
and was appointed a Trustee of Home-Start, a charity that was very dear to him.  
He enjoyed his later years playing golf in his spare time as well as doing a bit of 
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painting, and masses of reading – and he loved writing poetry, the full scale of 
which we have only recently found. 
 
Neil died at home in April just after the lockdown was introduced.  Nick arranged 
a beautiful burial service in the Churchyard which the immediate family were 
allowed to attend.  We are hoping to have a service to celebrate his life as soon 
as we are allowed. 
 
Sue Matthewson 

___________________ 
 
 

RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 
 

Thank you to all those people who responded to the request for new 
members during this difficult time.  The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of 
the few continuing forms of income to our lovely church during these 
challenging times.  You can continue to help by joining the 200 Club or 
buying additional shares.  All the details about the Rusper Church 200 
Club including past winners, the Rules and an Application Form, are on 
the Church’s website at www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH 
IS YOU” tab.  Just print off and complete the Application Form and then 
either email it to me at johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk or send it to me at: 
Elsinoro, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR.  Many thanks to all of you 
who have been regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant 
contribution towards the running costs of the Church over the past few 
years. 
 
The results of the recent draw are:   
 
1st prize  £200  228 Bernie E 
2nd prize  £  75  195 Sarah H 
3rd prize  £  50    76 David S 
 
John Jory 

___________________ 
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RUSPER HELP 
 

Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
A Volunteer Group has been set up to help residents of Rusper Parish 
who are self-isolating due to the Corona virus (Covid-19) and do not 
have a family member to assist them. 

 
Volunteer support is available to help with shopping, collecting and 
delivering prescriptions or just being there for a phone chat. 
 
Do you need assistance? 
 
You can contact one of the co-ordinators listed below between 0830 and 
1730 and they will find a Volunteer who can help you or chat on the 
phone to you: 
 

• Michelle Cooke (Rusper Parish Council) 07973 118747 
• Roland Allen (Rusper Parish Council) 07710 371195 
• Vanessa Davies    07977 988199 

 
You can also email for assistance at assistance@rusper-pc.org.uk 
 
Shopping 
 
If you are self-isolating Rusper Stores can deliver a grocery order to you 
with the help of our volunteers.  You can call them on 01293 871366 or 
email them at info@ruspervillagestores.co.uk 
 
Prescriptions 
 
Please call one of the Assistance numbers above and a volunteer will be 
allocated to collect your prescription and deliver it to you. 
 
More information is available at rusperhelp.org.uk 
 
Roland Allen 

___________________ 
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

• Rusper Parish Council holds its full meeting on the last Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30pm in the Village Hall 

• Neighbourhood Plan sub-committee meetings are held on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 8pm in the Village Hall  

• Agendas for all meetings are posted on Parish noticeboards and the web site 
prior to meetings 

• Public and press are welcome to attend both of the above meetings. 
• All correspondence for the Parish Council and requests for copies of the 

minutes of meetings should be sent by email to clerk@rusper-pc.org.uk or by 
post to: The Parish Clerk, Leanne Bannister, c/o Rusper Post Office, East 
Street, Rusper RH12 4PX. 

• Full details of Parish Council meetings, proceedings and activities are available 
on the web site at www.rusper-pc.org.uk and the Rusper Parish Council 
Facebook page. 

  
 
Summary of Rusper Parish Council meeting - June 2020 
 
The full Minutes of this and all other meetings are available to view on the 
Rusper Parish Council website rusper-pc.org.uk/meetings.  These Minutes are 
draft and subject to change until they have been confirmed at our next 
meeting. 
 
These meetings were held virtually due to the pandemic. 
 
Council 
 
Business Continuity Policy: All decisions made were approved.  It was agreed 
to keep the policy in place throughout the pandemic in case there is any 
disruption to the business of the Council due to illness of the Clerk/Members. 
 
Reports from other authorities: Cllr. Hogben reported that HDC’s budget has 
been affected by the pandemic as HDC has lost revenue from car parks and 
footfall in High Streets.  Their leisure centres are costing them money even 
though they are closed with all staff furloughed. 
 
Accessibility for website: The websites need to comply with accessibility 
legislation from September 2020.  Agreed to appoint All Able to assess both 
websites and provide accessibility statements at a cost of £200 plus VAT. 
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Replacement lantern for streetlight at Cooks Meadow: The first lantern on 
Cooks Meadow has fallen into disrepair.  Agree to repair this at a cost of 
£465.60. 
 
Replacement of posts on High Street outside Church Cottages: Residents 
have requested that these posts are replaced.  Quotes received in 2018 for 
these range from £700 to several thousand.  Agreed to pursue this subject to 
satisfactory quotes. 
 
Update on community response to pandemic and ongoing community 
support: Cllr. Allen reported that an immediate need to offer local help is 
diminishing now that shops and businesses are reopening.  Volunteers will be 
used to provide more general help. 
 
Report from other Authorities (continued): Cllr. Kitchen has heard concerns 
from residents of Old Park about the speed of traffic travelling from Rusper to 
Horsham.  Cllr. Kitchen will put these residents in touch with RPC. 
 
Report from representatives: Cllr. Sallows attended the appeal hearing for 
The Mount planning application appeal.  He reiterated the objections about the 
impact on the landscape and the impact from the boarding kennels, and added 
information about RPC’s dark skies policy.  The Sports Club has been asked if 
they will make their toilets available.  Members were in agreement that these 
should remain closed. 
 
Playground: Government has advised that playgrounds can reopen from 4th 
July.  The advice on how to reduce the risks of Covid-19 transmission is 
extensive and puts responsibility on RPC to prepare a risk assessment, display 
instructions, undertake cleaning and ensure that users maintain social 
distancing.  It was agreed that the playground will remain closed while the Clerk 
puts the necessary mitigations in place and advice is received from RPC’s 
insurers.  An updated sign will be put on the gate and the gate will be locked.  
No information will be posted on social media.  This decision will be reviewed at 
the July meeting. 
 
Planning – 16th June 2020 
 
Agreed responses to planning applications: 
 
DC/20/0937 Winterfold Farm, Wimland Road: Rusper Parish Council objects to 
this application as it is over-intensification of the site.  RPC requests that if the 
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case officer is minded to permit this application, that it is decided at committee 
level.  This application appears to be very similar to the previous application that 
was refused (DC/19/0324).  RPC feels it is a waste of the planning system’s 
resources to re-examine applications in these circumstances. 
DC/20/0939 Winterfold Farm, Wimland Road: Rusper Parish Council strongly 
objects to this application for the following reasons:- 

• It is out of scale with the area (too large) 
• The height of the building would impact on the views from the Public 

Right of Way 
If this application is refused, RPC agrees with the recent enforcement that the 
ground should be reinstated within six months of refusal. 
If the case officer is minded to permit this application, RPC requests that it is 
decided at committee level. 
DC/20/0943 Oaks Cottage and Acorn Cottage, East Street: Rusper Parish 
Council objects to this application for the following reasons:- 

• The current second driveway and kerb crossing from East Street is 
unlawful as it does not have planning permission. 

• There is an active enforcement notice against this site. 
• The building is not in plain sight so the four year rule is queried. 

RPC questions whether the environmental regulations are being met regarding 
the sewage removal.  If the case officer is minded to approve this application, 
please add a condition that the habitation of this building cannot be severed 
from the main residence. 
DC/20/0882 Stafford House, Bonnetts Lane: Rusper Parish Council objects to 
this application for the following reasons:- 

• This will increase traffic in a rural locality 
• There will be a detrimental impact on neighbouring property 
• The access to the site is between two busy road junctions 
• This in inappropriate development in a countryside location 

This application appears to be very similar to the previous application that has 
been refused.  RPC feels it is a waste of the planning system’s resources to re-
examine applications in these circumstances. 
DC/20/0920 Land North of Horsham, Rusper Road:  No comment. 
DC/20/0402 3 Scrag Copse Paddocks, Prestwood Lane; Rusper Parish Council 
does not object to this application, subject to the following conditions being 
added:- 

• Prior notification must be given for events 
• Events must include a road management proposal 
• Operating hours must be set 
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Update on planning compliance matters: Power has been turned off to the 
signs at Waterhall Hotel.  The storage containers have been removed from the 
field.  There is still a concern with lack of planning permission for additional 
rooms. 
 
Update on planning decisions: 
DC/20/0814 Curtis Farm, Green Lane – Prior Approval not Required 
DC/19/2247 Prestwood Paddock, Prestwood Lane – Appeal dismissed 
DC/20/0754 Bull Land Farm, Wimland Road – Permitted 
DC/20/0737 Furlong Farm, Rusper Road – Refused 
DC/18/2215 The Mount, Ifield – Hearing to be held on 30th June at 10am.   
Cllr. Sallows will represent RPC if additional points need to be raised. 
 
Leanne Bannister 
Clerk to Rusper Parish Council 
c/o Rusper Village Stores, East Street, Rusper RH12 4PX  07871 340986 

 
_____________________ 

 
RUSPER CHAT 2020 

 

 
 
To Rusper Chatters 
 
WATCH THIS SPACE – WE WILL RETURN 

 
_____________________ 

 
RUSPER GOOD NEIGHBOUR LINK 

 
Please do not hesitate to ask if you need transport to a doctor or dentist, 
chemist, hospital or any other emergency visit. The names listed below are the 
contacts who will take your call and probably drive you. However, if busy, they 
will ask someone else from our list of volunteer drivers. 
 
Angie Hill    871274  
Carrie Johnson   871553    
Naomi Vance-Webb  871575 
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HOPE KEITH TRUST 
                                             
Here at Age UK Horsham District we have some exciting news to share!  Age 
UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove and Age UK Horsham District have now 
merged to become one charity, allowing them to help even more local older 
people through Coronavirus and into the future.  The merger allows the charity 
to share expertise, resources and local knowledge, ensuring services are 
sustainable and able to support the increased demand generated by 
Coronavirus.  The Horsham District name will remain in that area, although the 
charity as a whole will be formally known as Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & 
Hove.  To find out more, please visit www.ageukhorshamdistrict.org.uk 
 
Leading on from this, our very first fundraising initiative together is our Cream 
Tea Campaign.  In celebration of National Picnic Month, we are inviting you all 
to take some time out, have a cuppa and enjoy one of our lovely cream tea 
deliveries!  You can order you cream tea for delivery on a Monday in the 
Horsham area by calling 01903 792211.  You’ll get two handmade classic plain 
scones, one tub of Rodda’s Cornish Clotted Cream, two portions of strawberry 
jam, Birchall English breakfast tea and Kendricks sugar sachets.  We just ask for 
a minimum donation of £6.50 to help us continue supporting older people who 
have been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.  To find out more, visit 
www.ageukhorshamdistrict.org.uk or email events@ageukwsbh.org.uk 
 
Gaby Aldrich  Tel: 07591 049042 or 01403260560 or email: 
villageagentrusper@ageukhorshamdistrict.org.uk 
 
The Village Agent is provided by Age UK Horsham District and proudly supported 
and funded by The Hope Keith Villagers Trust. 
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DOG FOULING IN RUSPER 
 

Rusper Parish News has received a considerable number of complaints 
regarding dog fouling on the pavements and play areas in and around the 
village.  If you have a dog, please pick up your dog’s poo and either take it home 
or put it in a bin, ideally specifically for that purpose, although any bin is 
preferable to leaving it on the ground.  Hanging up bags of dog poo from tree 
branches is not an acceptable solution.  PLEASE act responsibly and consider 
other villagers, particularly children who are using the village playing fields.   
Just a reminder that dog fouling is an offence. 
 

_____________________ 
 
 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
 

7th August  Shona Lidstone   01403 248472 
14th August  Paula Forsyth   871257 
21st August  Judy Easter   01403 251979 
28th August  Judy Butler    871845 
 
 
Sue Matthewson 871266 
 

_____________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

This month we have received 4 donations, thank you. Just £5 per household is 
fine, and you can either leave it at the Post Office or in my letterbox or pay 
directly into the bank.  Details are: sort code 30-94-41, Account no. 00007348, 
a/c name PCC Rusper Magazine.  We are now back to almost normal deliveries 
but if you have not received one, please take one from the Shop or the Church.  
There are a great many households who do not contribute and if you no longer 
want the Magazine delivered, please tell Judy Butler 871845, or if you are not 
sure when you last gave I can tell you. 
 
Valerie Bowles 871412 
 

_____________________ 
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PARISH REGISTERS 
 
        FUNERAL   26th June  James Walker 
 
 

EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
September edition by 14th August 2020. 
 
Fiona Lear  Rutland Lodge, East Street 871509  
   fionalear@btinternet.com 
 
Viv Hanstad-Pilcher Jaffles House, Lambs Green 07500 967072 
   h.viv@yahoo.com 
 
John Jory  Elsinoro    871752 
   johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Dawn Shurville  dawnshurville@gmail.com 07986 993304 

  
Please contact: 
 
Treasurer - Valerie Bowles (871412) valeriebowles39@btinternet.com 
with donations towards the cost of publishing the Rusper Parish News  
 
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
sue.matthewson@btinternet.com  
 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) ray.butler@sky.com 
 

_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 
Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 

 

CPWilsondecorators@gmail.com   
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 
Newdigate  



Woods Of Horsham 
Est 1924 

.  We Sell    .  We Service   .  We Repair 
TRACTORS .  LAWNMOWERS . STRIMMERS 

HEDGECUTTERS . CHAINSAWS etc 
 
We Sharpen Shears 
We Grind Cylinders 
We Collect & Deliver 
 

Bypass Horsham and visit us at: 
 

21A Church Street, Warnham 
Or ring us on  01403  253185 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Andy Hough 
 

NIC EIC registered 
 

All aspects of Domestic Electrics 
 

Tel: 01293 871567 
Mob: 07771 700589 

 

web: www.ah-electrician.co.uk 
email: andymhough@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times 
 

Monday – Friday 7.00 am- 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am – 4.30pm 
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm 

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

Clarke Electrical 
Domestic Electrician 

 

All aspects of domestic electrical 
work undertaken, also Telecoms 

and Home Networking. 
 

Fully Qualified and insured 
Free Estimates 
07792412885 

sclarke540@googlemail.com 
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BOUNCY CASTLE HIRE & 
 ATTRACTIONS FOR ALL 

 OCCASIONS! 
Rodeo Bull Hire – Mega Slides – 
Assault Courses – Bungee Runs 
– Gladiators – Adult & Children’s 
Castles – Bungee Trampolines – 
Fun Fair Rides & Stalls – Photo 
Booth Hire – Popcorn, Candy 

Floss & More!  
 

  www.animalbouncers.co.uk 
      

 Call Will Pankhurst On 
07519963890 / 07765250847 

01293 871496 
 

Email - animalbouncers@gmail.com 
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Fun Fair Rides & Stalls – Photo 
Booth Hire – Popcorn, Candy 

Floss & More!  
 

  www.animalbouncers.co.uk 
      

 Call Will Pankhurst On 
07519963890 / 07765250847 

01293 871496 
 

Email - animalbouncers@gmail.com 
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd…. 
….for advice on investments and pensions. 

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR 

Telephone Jonathan on 07952 846726 

Email jonathan@falconfp.com 

Website www.falconfp.com 

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038  

£3.50 Per session  
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