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Service & repair centre for all makes & models
Collection & delivery available  Sun diagnostics
MOT repairs  Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries
Air conditioning service  Courtesy car on request

01306 631799
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE RH5 5BE

Sleek

N

Shine

Mobile
HAIR DRESSING
For
Ladies and Gentlemen
By
Bernadette
Tel 079560 45458

BOUNCY CASTLE HIRE &
ATTRACTIONS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS!
Rodeo Bull Hire – Mega Slides –
Assault Courses – Bungee Runs
– Gladiators – Adult & Children’s Castles – Bungee Trampolines – Fun Fair Rides & Stalls
– Photo Booth Hire – Popcorn,
Candy Floss & More!
www.animalbouncers.co.uk
Call Will Pankhurst On
07519963890 / 07765250847
Email - info@animalbouncers.co.uk

PEST CONTROL
Wasps, Fleas, Rats, Moles
Mice, Bugs, Squirrels, etc
Ring Mr G Goldsmith on:
Newdigate (01306) 631656
CONTROLLED AND DESTROYED

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES
Surrey Hills and surrounding areas
most prestigious licensed taxi service.
All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports
Eurostar Terminals
Multi-seater vehicles available
Including courier service
Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com

TOTAL TREE TREATMENT
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY
TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING
CONSULTANCY &
ADVISORY SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771
01306 711124
Mobile 07775 727121
www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk

THE PARISH OF RUSPER
SERVICES AT ST MARY
MAGDALENE’S CHURCH
RUSPER
DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES
Subject to Government restrictions and Church of
England advice, details may vary. See Facebook
and Website for updates.
Said Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am
December
Thursday 2nd DURRANTS VILLAGE
Sunday 5th
Sunday 12th
Sunday 19th

10.30am
11am
11am
11am
4pm
Friday 24th
11.30pm
First Communion of Christmas
Saturday 25th
11am
Sunday 26th
11am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Carol Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

January
Sunday 2nd
Thursday 6th DURRANTS VILLAGE
Sunday 9th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 30th

11am
10.30am
11am
11am
11am
11am
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Information on services is updated
monthly on:
www.rusperchurch.org.uk
Why not visit the Rusper Church
website and follow Nick on
Facebook?
If a priest is required at short notice
and Nick is unavailable, please
contact the Churchwardens.
Rector
Churchwarden
Churchwarden
Treasurer
Organist

Revd Nick Flint
Mr Chris Pearce
Mrs Maggie True
Mrs Lorna Reeves

01293 871251
01403 268047
01293 871722
01293 871012

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parishes. He is keen to be
told if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers.
Holy Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick.
Nick tries to take Thursday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that
you only contact him on a Thursday in matters of urgency.

______________________
Check Website and Church Facebook for any
changes to advertised live services. 11am is
also usually transmitted via Zoom. Email
Nick if you would like to receive the weekly
update.
rusperchurch.org.uk

Nick
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The Rectory
High Street
RUSPER
RH12 4PX

Something…

old, something new, something borrowed, something blue. So goes the
traditional rhyme telling us what a bride should wear. The verse might
well be applied to our celebration of the nativity of Jesus, the marriage of
heaven and earth:
Something old. It is fair to say that hardly anyone alive on earth, can
have grown up without some sense of this story. It may be nothing more
than the snatch of a carol tune
or familiarity with a greetings card crib scene, but the homely accounts of
Matthew and Luke and the sublime philosophical poetry of John’s
Gospels endure within almost universal human consciousness.
Something new. In my 25 years in Rusper we have experimented with
different expressions of the essence of the celebration, and styles of
service. This story belongs to the people. The Puritans tried and failed to
destroy the outward trappings of the feast, and more recently secularism
may seem to threaten the heart of it but it simply renews itself.
Something borrowed. Christmas is pagan we are sometimes told.
Indeed, once the Roman Empire adopted Christianity as the state
religion they incorporated elements of their pagan culture into it. Myths
of light and darkness to explain the seasons were already celebrated in a
cult of the Unconquered Sun at this ending of the year. There was a
heathen mysticism around greenery; holly, Ivy and mistletoe, and these
became enriching elements of the Christian feast.
Something blue. Among the green and red of foliage and berry, the gold
of vestments and furnishings for the birth of a king there is the blue of
Christmas. The superficial jollity of a purely commercial enterprise leaves
that sense of something missing. It adds poignancy to the loss of those
with who we have celebrated and are no longer with us. Deepening
financial hardship for many over the last decade the growth in child
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poverty has made some families feel failures, because they can’t provide
the mythical magic of the season in material terms. Palestinian Christians
in Bethlehem itself have become a persecuted minority. There is yet also
the blue traditionally associated with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, whose
sorrows and joys, light and glory are at the heart of the story. The
revelation of the union between earth and heaven, God and us, married
in the mystery of the Word made one flesh with us.

________________________

RUSPER CHRONICLE
We were so pleased to welcome so many people back to the first proper
indoor meeting of the Rusper Chronicle society since the start of the
pandemic, thank you for coming and we hope you had an enjoyable
evening. We are now in the large hall instead of the back room, and will be
meeting on the second Tuesday each month.
Unfortunately Margaret White was unable to attend, but her very interesting
collection of early paintings and drawings of Rusper church in the village
going back to the 18th century was presented by Joan Fraser and George
Sallows. After that Harold Steere told a meeting about his early life in
Rusper, living at Misers Cottage on the Rusper Road during the last war.
Misers was originally an ale house probably serving drovers and other
travellers going to Horsham; it has not served as an ale house for many
years and now has been renamed The Oaks. Jean Wood then filled in the
background history of both Misers and the older cottage next-door from old
census records. Her research did raise the question whether this old cottage
was the original ale house before its neighbour was built.
We look forward to welcoming everyone to our Christmas meeting on
December 14.

Lyn Heydon
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WHERE AM I?
2020-2021 will go down in history as the year of the staycation. Tethered
by Covid restrictions, the great British public have been forced to restrain
themselves from the wonders of exotic travel and have had to discover
the wild beauty of our very own island.
For me, this has been an awe inspiring, simple trip. My excursion has
taken me to towering mountains and burgeoning forests, to rolling seas
and cities peppered with twinkling lights, to blooming gardens and
stunning landscapes. I have gazed at exquisite flowers and colourful
butterflies, seen far reaching landscapes and marvelled at the elegance
of long legged wading birds. Traditional scenes of farming life greeted
me, woolly coated sheep, big boned cattle, glossy feathered chickens,
horses and gipsy carts. Souvenirs of hand made ceramic and papier
mache pots sat waiting to be chosen and taken home as souvenirs.
Pangs of hunger were sated by a bounty of fruit and vegetables and an
inviting array of pastel coloured cakes.
Where did I go? How far did I travel? To Rusper's 50th art exhibition at the
village hall! No planes needed and no carbon footprint getting there! Yet
another excellent, much enjoyed display from the creative people of
Rusper Art Club and over £1,000 raised for the village hall roof fund.
Viv Sallows

________________________

How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas?
One that’s deep pan, crisp and even!
_________________________
What type of key do you need for a Nativity play?
A don-key!
Rusper Parish News

5

December 2021/January 2022

RUSPER CHAT 2021/2022

FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 2.30 pm – Angie, Hills Barn
871274
FRIDAY 28 JANUARY 11.00 am – Pat, Tanglewood (opposite
Gardeners Green) 871354
HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE
AND BEST WISHES FOR A VERY GOOD 2022!
PLEASE CONTACT THE MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT
TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL
ALL WELCOME
________________
PARISH REGISTERS
Holy Baptism
17 October

Bonnie May Lynda Beasley
Charlie Christopher Cook

7 November

Daisy May Caroline Christian
_________________

What did Adam say on the day before Christmas? It’s Christmas, Eve!
Rusper Parish News
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RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB
Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request for
new members during this difficult time. The Rusper Church 200 Club is
one of the few continuing forms of income to our lovely church during
these challenging times. You can continue to help by joining the 200
Club or buying additional shares. All the details about the Rusper Church
200 Club including past winners, the Rules and an Application Form, are
on the Church’s web-site at www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE
CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print off and complete the Application Form
and then either e-mail it to me at johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk or send it
to me at: Elsinoro, Horsham Road, Rusper, Horsham, RH12 4PR. Many
thanks to all of you who have been regularly contributing to enable us to
make a significant contribution towards the running costs of the Church
over the past few years.
The results of the latest draw is:
November 2021
1st Prize - £200
2
Angie H
2nd Prize - £75
84
Mrs C B
3rd Prize - £50
69
Mr & Mrs B
John Jory
______________________
DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS
This month we have received 4 donations. Thank You. Just £5 annually per
household is sufficient and if you are not sure when you last gave I can look
it up. Bank details are : Sort Code 30 94 41, Account No 00007348, Name
PCC RUSPER - MAGAZINE.

Valerie Bowles (871412)

Rusper Parish News
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RUSPER VILLAGE HALL - SECRETARY
Rusper Village Hall is looking for a new Secretary to help with the
running of this important community facility. This is an unpaid and
voluntary role and is ideal for someone who would like to give an hour or
two a week “putting something back” into the Rusper community.
The responsibilities of the Secretary include:
• Scheduling, attending and minuting bi-monthly meetings of the
Management Committee (a small but jolly bunch)
• Detailing actions and resolutions at meetings and who should
carry them out.
• Liaising with the Cleaner and ordering supplies as necessary
• Liaising with the Gardener
• Adjusting the heating timer and advising the Treasurer of oil
requirements when this needs replenishing
• Arranging for boiler and fire extinguisher servicing (annually).
• Testing the fire alarm weekly.
• Arranging any necessary repairs or replacement of equipment by
contacting our usual providers and suppliers.
If you think you may be able to help, then please contact
chairman@ruspervillagehall.org.uk
Thank you.

_____________________

RUSPER VILLAGE HALL
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a
booking form.
_____________________
What do you call a dog who works for Santa?
Santa Paws!
Rusper Parish News
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 18TH
RUSPER CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
From 4pm view the trees from the Star via the Shop, the Plough and
the Church then on to the Glebe for Carols and a Nativity Play
around the fire

Rusper Parish News
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL
•
•
•
•
•

•

Rusper Parish Council holds its full meeting on the last Tuesday
of each month at 7:30pm at Rusper Village Hall
Planning sub-committee meetings are held on the third Tuesday
of each month at Rusper Village Hall
Agendas for all meetings are posted on Parish noticeboards and
the web site prior to meetings
Public and press are welcome to attend both of the above
meetings – please contact the Parish Clerk for details of how to
join the meeting online.
All correspondence for the Parish Council and requests for copies
of the minutes of meetings should be sent by email to
clerk@rusper-pc.org.uk or by post to: The Parish Clerk, Leanne
Bannister, c/o Rusper Post Office, East Street, Rusper RH12
4PX.
Full details of Parish Council meetings, proceedings and activities
are available on the web site at www.rusper-pc.org.uk and the
Rusper Parish Council Facebook page.

Summary of Rusper Parish Council meeting & Planning Committee
meeting – October 2021
The full Minutes of these and all other meetings are available to view on
the Rusper Parish Council web site rusper-pc.org.uk/meetings. These
Minutes are draft and subject to change until they have been
confirmed at our next meeting.
Planning – 19th October 2021
Responses to planning applications
DC/21/2172 Land South of East Street: Strongly object for the following
reasons (the full objection can be seen appended to the full minutes on
our website):• It is on a greenfield site and is unsustainable.

Rusper Parish News
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The site is away from any built up area and more than 2.5 miles
from the nearest regular bus service.
• There are no services to the site.
• The site was not included in the Rusper Neighbourhood Plan
which has now passed referendum.
• There is no possibility that this site could achieve water neutrality.
DC/21/1020 Chowles Barn, East Street: no objection.
DC/21/1021 Chowles Barn, East Street (listed building consent) : no
objection.
•

Update on planning decisions
DC/21/0460 Baldhorns Park Farm – withdrawn
DC/21/1953 Land North of Horsham (electrical substation) – permitted
DC/21/0977 Hawkesbourne House – permitted
DC/21/1908 Ashfold Cottage – permitted
DC/21/1771 Swaminarayan Manor - permitted
Correspondence
A letter will be sent to HDC regarding water neutrality, requesting that
large strategic sites including Land West of Ifield are removed from the
Local Plan Review.
Council – 26th October 2021
Climate Emergency: It was acknowledged that there is currently a
climate emergency, and all decisions made within the meeting will have
consideration to this
Meeting dates for 2022: Planning Committee meetings will be held on
the third Tuesday of each month with Council meetings on the last
Tuesday each month, except for February when the Council meeting will
be held on the 15th.
Insurance coverage: The insurance valuation of the Pavilion and courts
of £220,000 was accepted. The insurance coverage will be increased to
reflect this.
Remembrance Wreath: A wreath will be bought at a cost of £17.99 and
a donation of £25 made to the Royal British Legion.
Rusper Parish News
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Winter Management: The Winter Management Plan was approved. A
new grit bin will be bought at the junction of Orltons Lane/Langhurst
Lane/The Mount to replace the bin that went missing at a cost of £114.84
plus VAT from Glasdon. The Clerk will find out if it is possible to endorse
this with the Rusper PC logo.
Joint Action Group: Cllr Hanstad-Pilcher explained that this is a group
with representatives from lots of different agencies (Horsham District
Council, West Sussex County Council, Sussex Police, Fire and Rescue
Service) to discuss issues that may require a multi-agency approach. If
councillors want something submitted to the group they should let Cllr
Hanstad-Pilcher know.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: It was agreed to take part in the tree
planting and beacon lighting on 2nd June 2022.
Reports from representatives:
• Cllr Fleming has cleaned and tidied the book swap in Lambs
Green and noted that the kiosk needs to be repainted.
• Cllr Hanstad-Pilcher has met with the PCSOs for Rusper and
Southwater. The spreadsheet of traffic issues was sent into
Operation Downsway so the issues are now highlighted.
• Cllr Hill reported that the Electrical Inspection Conditions Report
and all remedial work has been carried out at the Pavilion. The
legionella risk assessment is being written up. The Clerk
requested copies for the Parish Council records.
• Cllr Sallows attended a consultation with Gatwick Airport.
Gatwick insisted that they did not require any more housing than
is already in the current Local Plan as the increase in
employment would be more than catered for by this.
• Cllr Cooke reported that the defibrillator has lost its location code,
but a resident has offered to replace this. The Horsham District
Older People’s Forum is hosting a meeting with MP Jeremy Quin
so if Councillors have any questions to raise they can do so. Age
UK coffee mornings have now restarted.
• The finger post in Lambs Green has paint peeling off of it. The
contractor who installed it has offered to repaint this for £50. The
post in Wimland has the same issue. Cllr Hussey will inspect all
of the finger posts and speak to the contractor to rectify this.
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Cllr Hussey has sourced wood for the chat room in the
playground for around £150 and will have this repaired soon.
• New pads have been ordered for the defibrillator. Cllr Hussey is
applying for this to be registered on a national network called
Circuit, and will also look into registering it on What Three Words.
Clerk’s report:
• Horsham District Council requested testimonial evidence
to prove the use of Ifield Golf Club as an Asset of
Community Value. More than 30 emails were received
and passed on, with many more being sent directly to
HDC.
• HDC removed fly tipping from the car park free of charge.
• The next Roads and Transport Working Group will be held
on Monday 6th December at 7.30pm on Zoom.
• The bus shelters need a little maintenance. Cllr Hill will
find out what is needed for the bus shelter by The Star
and Cllr Hussey will find a contractor to do the work for
this.
•

Leanne Bannister, Clerk to Rusper Parish Council
c/o Rusper Village Stores, East Street, Rusper, RH12 4PX, 07871 340986

_______________________

What carol is heard in the desert?
O camel ye faithful!
________________________
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker!
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CHURCH CLEANING
December 3rd
December 10th
December 17th
December
23rd/24th
December 31st
January 7th
January 14th
January 21st
January 28th
February 4th

Judy Butler
Carrie & Chris
Johnson
Rosy Slater
Keith Davies

01293 871845
01293 871553

Ros Maiden
Fiona Lear
Paula Forsyth
Rosy Slater
Carrie & Chris
Johnson
Judy Easter

01403 257088
01293 871509
01293 871257
01293 871833
01293 871553

01293 871833
07710 601 081

01403 251979

Sue Matthewson 01293 871266
______________________
CHURCH CLEANERS
We are in urgent need of some more church cleaners. Please get in
touch with me if you would like to have a go. The more people doing it,
the fewer times we have to fill in. Please ring me, Sue Matthewson
01293 871 266 or email sue.matthewson@btinternet.com
Sue Matthewson

______________________

Why is everyone so thirsty at the north pole?
No-well! No-well!

______________________

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?
Tinselitis!
Rusper Parish News
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HOPE KEITH TRUST

Hi there,
With Christmas fast approaching it’s important to book up events so that you get
to enjoy the festive season in a relaxing environment with others. Age UK West
Sussex Brighton and Hove extends a warm invitation to come and join our
Christmas Celebrations at Lavinia House, Dukes Square, Horsham RH12 1GZ
on Friday 17th December 11am-3pm.
Join us for tasty Christmas dinner, a fun quiz and some live entertainment with
The Sundown Ukulele Band. Don't forget to enter the raffle too! Please book
your place by either popping into Lavinia House or emailing infohorsham@ageukwsbh.org.uk or telephoning 01403 751327.Tickets are £20 per
person.
Some good news on the transport front. The Horsham Area Community Car
Scheme is up and running again! The scheme is run by volunteers using their
own cars to transport people who, owing to frailty or disability are unable to use
public transport but can still get into a car. HACCS operates over a wide area,
enabling its clients to undertake shopping trips, visits to medical, dental
appointments and many other places.
After a simple registration procedure all you need to do to book a journey is to
telephone 01403 250202 between 9am and 12 noon Monday to Friday. Trips
can be booked up to a week in advance and ideally, not less than two days
before you wish to travel.
The fare structure is £3.40 for the first mile and 40p per mile thereafter. The
volunteers are friendly and helpful and I know many people will be so happy to
know that this service is available again.
Our next coffee morning is at The Star Inn, Rusper on Tuesday 14th December
2021 at 11am. Please feel free to join us for a coffee or tea and a slice of
something nice to chat and connect with people who live locally. You will be
made very welcome.
With every good wish for the festive season and the year ahead,
Best wishes
Gaby Aldrich, Village Agent Rusper/Colgate, Age UK West Sussex Brighton and
Hove. Tel: 07591 049042
Rusper Parish News
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RUSPER GOOD NEIGHBOUR LINK
Please do not hesitate to ask if you need transport to a doctor or dentist,
chemist, hospital or any other emergency visit. The names listed below
are the contacts who will take your call and probably drive you. However,
if busy, they will ask someone else from our list of volunteer drivers.
Please contact:

Angie Hill 871274 Carrie Johnson 871553
_______________________
EDITORS

Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the
February 2022 edition by 14 January 2022.
Fiona Lear

Rutland Lodge, East Street

John Jory

Elsinoro
07887 804223
johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk
07986 993304
dawnshurville@gmail.com
catherine.e.flint@gmail.com

Dawn Shurville
Catherine Flint

fionalear@btinternet.com

871509

Please contact:
Treasurer - Valerie Bowles (871412) with donations towards the cost of
publishing the Rusper Parish News (valeriebowles39@btinternet.com)
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266)
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com)
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (ray.butler@sky.com)
______________________
What do monkeys sing at Christmas?
Jungle bells!
Rusper Parish News

16

December 2021/January 2022

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer
Maintenance and Installation works carried
out from bathrooms to boilers
Free Quotations
Tel:
01306 631 216
Mobile : 07710 901 377
Broad Lane
Newdigate

C. P. WILSON

Decorating Services
All aspects of
Internal & external decoration
Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service
CPWilsondecorators@gmail.com
Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208

RUSPER VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk

01293 871366
Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines,
Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more!

Shop & Post Office opening times
Monday – Friday 7.30 am- 6.00pm
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE
CLINIC
Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser

Headaches, back pains, sports
injury, fertility, allergies

01293 871737 / 07769755675
www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk

If you have fallen trees
on your property
or have previously had
trees felled
we offer a complete
service to cut and split your
timber into logs
Friendly and reliable
service
Call us on: 07584 469355

ELECTRICIAN
Andy Hough

NIC EIC registered
All aspects of Domestic Electrics
Tel: 01293 871567
Mob: 07771 700589
web: www.ah-electrician.co.uk
email: andymhough@hotmail.co.uk

Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.
‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR
Telephone Jonathan on 07952 846726
Email jonathan@falconfp.com
Website www.falconfp.com

Open art group
All abilities welcome
Rusper Village Hall
Wednesday evenings
Term times only

7:30pm - 9:30pm.
Tina Stass 01293 529038
£3.50 Per session
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