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TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com

pjcole.com

Septic Tank, Cesspit and Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP) Emptying

STP Servicing and Repair

New Installations of Sewage Tanks, 
including Klargester and Clenviro Systems

CCTV Drainage Surveillance

Guidance and Compliance Reports 
regarding the General Binding Rules, 
when buying or selling a property



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT  

ST MARY MAGDALENE’S  
CHURCH RUSPER  

AUGUST SERVICES 
 

Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am and sung with  
hymns at 11am. Monthly Eucharist at Durrants Village.  

10am Mass at All Saints Roffey on Wednesdays  
followed by refreshments. 

 
August - NO SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AT DURRANTS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE THIS MONTH 
 
Sunday 2nd  - Eucharist 8am Rusper, 11am Colgate 
Sunday 9th    - Eucharist 9.30 am Roffey, 11am Rusper 
Sunday 16th - Eucharist 11 am Rusper 
Sunday 23rd - Eucharist 9.30 Roffey, 11am Rusper 
Sunday 30th - Eucharist 8am Rusper, 9.30am Roffey, 11am Rusper 
 
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable,  
please contact the Churchwardens. 

Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
   

 
The Rectory, High Street 

Rusper, RH12 4PX 
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2026 marks 30 years since their retirement of my immediate 
predecessor here Eric Passingham. At my invitation retired Bishop 

of Exeter Michael Langrish shares some memories: 
 
Eric and I were close in more ways than one. He was my uncle, being my 
mother’s cousin and married to my father’s sister, Molly. They were also my God 
parents, and good ones too. I am sure that an important element in my own faith 
journey was to be found in Eric’s faithfulness to the promises he had made when 
I was baptised as an infant in 1946. My own immediate family was non-church 
going, but Eric both kept in regular touch with me and made me aware that I was 
very regularly in his prayers. 
 
A regular soldier, he was an NCO in the Royal Engineers, enjoying a long army 
career that gave him significant postings with the British Army of the Rhine and 
also in Aden, which he particularly loved. 
 
I remember visiting him in Bielefeld, Germany in May 1956 and being struck by 
how much he and Molly were right at the heart of camp life not least the garrison 
church where he served as the equivalent of chapel warden and Lay Reader, 
with Molly a key figure in work with families – wives and children. Faith, service, 
community – these were themes that ran through his life the letters in a stick of 
rock. 
 
5 years later he tried his hardest to get me to go into the army too, wanting to 
sponsor me for a scholarship to Welbeck College, an independent sixth form 
institution proving providing A-level education for boys planning to join the 
technical branches of the British Army. He was somewhat disappointed that  
my aspirations then were leading me elsewhere. 
 
However, while we may no have found ourselves taking orders together in 
military service, we did end up doing so in a rather different way – taking Holy 
Orders as soldiers for Christ. In 1970, on leave from educational work in Nigeria 
during the civil war, I visited him at Wells Theological College, one of the last 
cohort to be training for ordination there. A year later I came home permanently 
to begin my theological training in Cambridge but only after attending his 
ordination in Rochester Cathedral to serve his curacy at St Stephen’s Chatham. 
He was at my ordination in 1973 and not long afterwards he moved to be 
a Vicar in Crawley with responsibility for St Richard’s Three Bridges, at the time 
described as the most distinguished modern church in that area, having been 
built in 1934, to serve a rapidly growing new housing estate. As in Bielefeld,  
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Eric and Molly worked together to make St Richard’s a real community hub –
a place of strong faith and good fun.

The invitation to move to Rusper came as a great surprise , it being so unlike the 
grittiness of army bases, Chatham and Crawley. But it was a place that they 
came to love, working gain as a team. When Molly died, Eric was devastated, 
and I know that for a while he wondered whether he could carry on.

What a joy it was for him to then be offered a place at The Royal Hospital 
Chelsea, home of the iconic Chelsea Pensioners. He was so looking forward to 
the camaraderie and community that it offered. He moved there in 1996 but 
enjoyed it for just three months, with barely enough time to be fitted for his 
uniform before his death, the 30th anniversary of which falls this year.

With you I give thanks for Eric, my uncle, my godfather, in many ways my 
patron, and my friend.

Nick + Michael Langrish

Signed Rector

Check Website and Church Facebook for news and updates. Email 
Nick at fathernickflint@gmail.com if you would like 
to receive the weekly updates. rusperchurch.org.uk 

                            ______________________

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told if 
someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy Communion 
can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick tries to take Friday as a 

rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only contact him on a Friday in 
matters of urgency.

______________________
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RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 
 
Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request for new 
members. The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of the continuing forms of 
income to our lovely church during these challenging times. You can continue to 
help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional shares. All the details about the 
Rusper Church 200 Club including past winners, the Rules and an Application 
Form, are on the Church’s web-site at www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE 
CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print off and complete the Application Form and 
then either e-mail it to me at johnmjory@gmail.com or send it to me at: 3 Fox 
Close, Southbourne, Emsworth, West Sussex, PO10 8GT. Many thanks to all of 
you who have been regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant 
contribution towards the running costs of the Church over the past few years. 
 
The result of the latest draw is:  
July  2026   
      
1st Prize - £200     72 John R        
2nd Prize - £75       4 John J       
3rd Prize - £50   128 Sue M  
 
John Jory 
 

____________________ 
 

 
CHURCH CLEANING 

 
 

August 7th       
August 14th     
August 21st   
August 28th       

 
Elaine Farrow 
Keith Davies 
Dawn Shurville 
Pam Turner 

 
 
07710601081 
07986993504 
07512565316 

   
Fiona Lear  07816 584908 
 
 

____________________ 
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Stay in the loop!
Follow Villagers Connect on Facebook for the 

latest activities, meet-ups, and local news.

Chair-Based Yoga & The Hub - Temporary Venue Change

Due to unexpected damage to the floor at Faygate Village Hall, the hall is currently out of 
action while essential repair works are carried out.

To ensure there is as little disruption as possible, our Chair-Based Yoga & The Hub 
sessions will be temporarily relocating to Colgate Village Hall, The Street, Colgate, 
Horsham, West Sussex RH13 6HD.

Dates:
• Wednesday 22nd July

• Wednesday 5th August

• Wednesday 12th August

• Wednesday 19th August

Time: 10.30am – 1.00pm

Chair-Based Yoga with Fay from Flex & Flow: £5 per session

Following the yoga session, everyone is invited to stay for The Hub - a warm and 
welcoming space to enjoy refreshments, friendly conversation, and meet others from the 
local community.
We'd like to thank Colgate Village Hall for kindly accommodating us while Faygate Village 
Hall undergoes repairs, and we look forward to returning 
to Faygate Village Hall as soon as the work is complete. Whether you're a regular or 
thinking of joining us for the first time, we'd love to welcome you.

Free Glow Wild lantern making workshops at Wakehurst Place Tuesday 15th

September 1.30pm-3pm

Villagers Connect will be attending as a group, and we'd love you to join us! We 
currently have 6 places available, so if you'd like to come along for a fun, creative 
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afternoon and enjoy good company, please get in touch to reserve your place. We'd love 
to see you there!             

Ever wondered how the glowing lanterns on the Wakehurst Glow Wild trail are created? 
This is your chance to find out. 

Join us for a hands-on lantern-making 
workshop where you can explore the 
materials, techniques, and creative ideas 
that bring Glow Wild to life each winter. 
These informal sessions offer a unique 
opportunity to learn from the team behind 
the trail and get involved in the creative 
process. 

Whether you’re an experienced maker or 
simply curious. You’ll work with accessible 
materials and techniques to create your own small lantern to take home, as well as 
contribute to a larger collaborative lantern that will feature on the Glow Wild trail. 
As a thank-you for taking part, you’ll receive a free Glow Wild ticket, so you can return 
and see your work glowing as part of the trail. 

Littlehampton Beach Trip - New Date 

Due to the unexpected hot weather, we have made the decision to move our 
Littlehampton Beach Trip from Tuesday 16th June to Tuesday 4th August  
to help ensure everyone can enjoy the day more comfortably and safely. 
Thank you for your understanding. We know many of you were looking  
forward to the trip, and we hope that by moving it to a cooler day we'll all  
be able to make the most of our time together by the sea. 
If you had already booked a place for the June trip, your booking will automatically 
transfer to the new date. If you are unable to make the new date, or if you would like to 
join us, please get in touch. We look forward to spending a lovely summer's day by the 
seaside with you on Tuesday 4th August!  

The Star Inn Coffee Morning - Tuesday 11th August - 11.00am 

Join us for our friendly and informal Star Inn Coffee Morning at The Star Inn, Rusper. 

Always a highlight of the month, it's a wonderful opportunity to catch up with friends, meet 
new people, and enjoy a relaxed morning over a cup of coffee. 
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You'll also hear the latest news and find out what's happening across Rusper, Faygate 
and Colgate, including upcoming Villagers Connect activities, local events, and 
community updates.

Whether you're a regular or joining us for the first time, you'll receive a very warm 
welcome. We look forward to seeing you there!

A264 Safe Crossing Campaign Update

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent community meeting about improving 
safety at the A264 roundabout. It was a constructive and positive discussion, with 
residents, councillors and West Sussex Highways all sharing a commitment to building 
the strongest possible case for a safe crossing.

The next step is to continue gathering evidence, including residents' experiences of 
crossing the A264, alongside data on traffic, speeds and pedestrian movements. While 
there is unlikely to be enough time to submit the strongest possible application before this 
year's deadline, taking the time to build a robust evidence base will give us the best 
chance of success in the future.

If you have experienced difficulties crossing the A264, we would love to hear from you. 
Every account helps strengthen the case. We will continue working closely with the 
Parish Council, local councillors and West Sussex Highways, and will keep the 
community updated as the campaign progresses.

______________________
RRUUSSPPEERR CCHHAATT 22002266 

FFrriiddaayy 2288tthh AAuugguusstt 22..3300 ppmm 
Dan & Tom - Griannon

Any queries? Please contact:
Pam 01293 871527 / Kay 01293 871566

 
AALLLL WWEELLCCOOMMEE!! 
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______________________ 

 

RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB OPPORTUNITY 

Rusper Church 200 Club was launched at the end of 2006 with the aim of 
raising much needed funds to help meet the day-to-day costs of running St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Rusper. During that time, thanks to the generosity of its 
members (primarily Rusper residents) over £200,000 has been raised with 
approximately half going to Rusper Church and the other half being paid back to 
members in the form of monthly prizes. It has proved to be a real life-line for the 
Church particularly during the COVID pandemic when it proved to be one of the 
only fund raisers for the Church.  

After being involved with the Lottery since its inception, John Jory is standing 
down as the Promoter and Administrator having recently moved away from 
Rusper. The number of members has been steadily declining and it therefore 
requires an enthusiastic person (or ideally two people) to look after the day-to-
day administration (which takes no more than 3 hours a month) and to seek new 
members. A basic knowledge of Word and Excel would be ideal but not 
essential. 

If this is likely to be of interest and you would like more information or to discuss, 
please e-mail John at johnmjory@gmail.com or contact Nick or the 
Churchwardens (contact details are in the Rusper Parish News). 

Rusper Church 200 Club 

 

______________________ 
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SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
Thank you to everyone who attended the SWOI public meeting on 23rd July, to 
discuss both Homes England’s ongoing planning application for the West of 
Ifield, and the recently launched public consultation on Horsham District 
Council’s (HDC) draft Local Plan. 

In terms of the planning application, at the time of writing, Homes England had 
yet to respond to the significant concerns and requests for change to the 
application from WSCC Highways, and National Highways, with 11th September 
remaining the earliest date HDC can make a decision on the application. 
Objections can be submitted until that date – see HDC planning portal reference 
DC/25/1312.     

This delay also means that everyone can take the opportunity to oppose the 
inclusion of the 3,000 house site West of Ifield in Horsham’s draft Local 
Plan. HDC launched a six-week public consultation on their draft Local Plan on 
Monday 13th July, finishing 24th August. Residents can submit comments online, 
by email or post – please see HDC’s website and do read the FAQs. 

One of the important points about this Local Plan consultation is that all 
comments are read and considered by a Planning Inspector which should 
provide a higher level of scrutiny of the West of Ifield proposals than the HDC 
planning officers and councillors who judge the planning application.  You may 
remember the Regulation 19 consultation on the Local Plan in Jan-Feb 2024; 
this is similar except that now the planning application has given us much more 
detail about how unsound and unviable the West of Ifield proposals are. So 
please let the Inspector know your views.    
If you need help with your responses to the planning application or the draft 
Local Plan consultation, please see the Save West of Ifield 
website: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk, the Rusper Parish Council 
website: https://www.rusper-pc.gov.uk/community/rusper-parish-council-
20862/west-of-ifield-plans/ or email us at: savewestofifield@gmail.com 

As always, thank you for your ongoing support. And do keep an eye on our 
website and Facebook page for updates. 

 

Fenella Maitland-Smith 

savewestofifield@gmail.com 
https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Rusper Parish Council met on 30 June 2026 to discuss a range of local issues 
affecting the parish. 
 
Planning and Development 
The Council continues to monitor the proposed West of Ifield development. 
Members noted that the planning application has been delayed while additional 
information is sought by statutory consultees. The Council agreed that its 
response should continue to emphasise the need for a full assessment of the 
impact on Rusper's rural road network and will continue to represent residents' 
concerns throughout the planning process. 
 
Members also received an update on the Horsham District Local Plan, including 
the proposed timetable for consultation on the Inspector's modifications. 
 
The Council considered several planning applications during the meeting and 
submitted comments where appropriate. 
 
Finance 
The Council approved its May financial reports and schedule of payments. 
Members also reviewed the current budget position and agreed to continue 
careful monitoring of expenditure throughout the year. A small Budget Working 
Group has been established to support future financial planning. 
 
Sports Ground 
Significant progress has been made at the Sports Ground following essential 
health and safety works. 
 
The Pavilion has now reopened following completion of the required safety 
measures, and a new water testing programme has been introduced to ensure 
continued compliance. The Council also welcomed the installation of the new 
defibrillator, which has been registered with the national emergency response 
network. 
 
Members discussed future maintenance priorities for the Pavilion, including 
flooring, ventilation, decoration and ongoing investment to keep the facility safe 
and fit for community use. 
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Roads and Community Safety 
The Council considered proposed highway improvements associated with the 
Millfields Farm development and submitted comments to West Sussex County 
Council regarding road safety and traffic flow. 
 
Community Speed Watch was also discussed, with plans to recruit additional 
volunteers and arrange further training to help tackle speeding within the parish. 
 
Playground and Open Spaces 
 
Tree maintenance works at the playground have now been completed,  
with the cherry tree successfully retained. Members also noted that the  
May Day Committee is considering donating two picnic tables for parish use. 
The latest playground safety inspection was received and ongoing maintenance 
work continues. 
 
Reports from Councillors 
Councillors provided updates on a range of community projects including: 

• Progress on the village shop. 
• Exploration of a community bus service. 
• Plans for a community First Aid event. 
• Continued work by Save West of Ifield. 
• Positive feedback regarding the Community Speed Watch camera. 
• Funding opportunities for village improvements. 
• Looking Ahead 

 
The Council will continue to focus on: 

• The West of Ifield planning application. 
• Budget monitoring. 
• Improvements at the Sports Ground. 
• Community Speed Watch. 
• Local Plan consultation. 
• Playground enhancements. 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Rusper Parish Council will be held on 28 July 
2026. Please note that the Council does not meet during August. 
 
For up to date news and meetings please refer to the website www.rusper-
pc.gov.uk or contact the Clerk clerk@nuthurst-pc.gov.uk 07380468256 
Rusper Parish Council c/o Rusper Village Stores, East Street, Rusper, RH12 
4PX 
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Rusper Parish Council & Clerk 
 

EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
September 2026 edition by 14th August 2025. 
 
Fiona Lear Rutland Lodge, East Street  07816 584908  

fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory   3 Fox Close, 07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
Please contact:  
Treasurer: John Jory 07887 804223 johnmjory@gmail.com 
Advertising & Editorial: Fiona Lear 07816 584908 fionalear@btinternet.com 
General Enquiries:  Judy Butler 01293 871845 raybenbutler@gmail.com 
 
DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS Just £5 from every 
household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper Parish News 
bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort Code: 30 94 
41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER – 
MAGAZINE. Thank You 
 

____________________ 
 

 
RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 

 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times  
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm  
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm  
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm  

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com
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01293 871366
Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines,

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more!

Shop & Post Officeopeningtimes
Monday – Friday7.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday8.30am – 4.30pm
Sunday8.30am – 2.00pm

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE
CLINIC

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser

Headaches, back pains, sports
injury, fertility, allergies
01293 871737 / 07769755675

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk

If you have fallen trees
on your property 

or have previously had
trees felled

we offer a complete 
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs 

Friendly and reliable 
service

Call us on: 07584 469355

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266

Call us on 0776 3662747

Cylinder grinding, rotary blades, chipper blades and hand tools sharpened
All makes and models serviced and repaired

Free local collecti on available
Call us on 0776 3662747

Or email sarablunden59@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com

MAT JORDAN PAINTING/DECORATING  AND 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Local, reliable and fully insured. Interior and 
Exterior decorating, repairs and general home 
maintenance undertaken. Friendly service and 
free quotations.

Contact Mat on 07557539200 or 
Mattjordan944@gmail.com



 

 

Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio

Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008
Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:
www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work
Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating
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Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio

Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008
Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:
www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work
Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating

 
Do YOU need a driver to take you to Appointments? 
     Or take you shopping?    Or to Village Functions, 
     Or to visit relations/friends in local care homes? 

 
THERE ARE VOLUNTEERS IN 

NEWDIGATE & RUSPER WHO CAN 
HELP 

 

07596 989932 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT  
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038 

£4.00 Per session 

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

QUALIFIED INSTALLERS OF ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING POINTS.

E: overtonelectricaluk@yahoo.com

07779 630 452


